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steps in founding the Vatican Library. Research into the return of
the knowledge of Greek to Western Europe has suffered for a
long time from the lack of intersection of skills and fields of
research: to fully understand this phenomenon, one has to go
back a very long way through the tradition of the texts and their
reception in contexts as different as the Middle Ages and the
beginning of Renaissance humanism. However, over the past
thirty years, scholars have demonstrated the crucial role played
by the return of knowledge of Greek in the transformation of
European culture, both through the translation of texts, and
through the direct study of the language. In addition, the actual
translations from Greek into Latin remain poorly studied and a
clear understanding of the intellectual and cultural contexts that
produced them is lacking. In the Middle Ages the knowledge of
Greek was limited to isolated areas that had no reciprocal links.
As had happened to many Latin authors, all Greek literature was
rather neglected, perhaps because a number of philosophical
texts had already been available in translation from the seventh
century AD, or because of a sense of mistrust, due to their ethnic
and religious differences. Between the 12th and 14th century AD,
a change is perceptible: the sharp decrease in Greek texts and
knowledge in the South of Italy, once a reference-point for this
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Making and Rethinking the Renaissance Giancarlo
Abbamonte 2019-06-04 The purpose of this volume is to
investigate the crucial role played by the return of knowledge of
Greek in the transformation of European culture, both through
the translation of texts, and through the direct study of the
language. It aims to collect and organize in one database all the
digitalised versions of the first editions of Greek grammars, lexica
and school texts available in Europe in the 14th and 15th
centuries, between two crucial dates: the start of Chrysoloras’s
teaching in Florence (c. 1397) and the end of the activity of Aldo
Manuzio and Andrea Asolano in Venice (c. 1529). This is the first
step in a major investigation into the knowledge of Greek and its
dissemination in Western Europe: the selection of the texts and
the first milestones in teaching methods were put together in that
period, through the work of scholars like Chrysoloras, Guarino
and many others. A remarkable role was played also by the men
involved in the Council of Ferrara (1438-39), where there was a
large circulation of Greek books and ideas. About ten years later,
Giovanni Tortelli, together with Pope Nicholas V, took the first
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kind of study, was perhaps an important reason prompting Italian
humanists to go and study Greek in Constantinople. Over the past
thirty years it has become evident to scholars that humanism,
through the re-appreciation of classical antiquity, created a
bridge to the modern era, which also includes the Middle Ages.
The criticism by the humanists of medieval authors did not
prevent them from using a number of tools that the Middle Ages
had developed or synthesized: glossaries, epitomes, dictionaries,
encyclopaedias, translations, commentaries. At present one thing
that is missing, however, is a systematic study of the tools used
for the study of Greek between the 15th and 16th century; this is
truly important, because, in the following centuries, Greek
culture provided the basis of European thought in all the most
important fields of knowledge. This volume seeks to supply that
gap.
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Fire in the Minds of Men James H. Billington 1980 This book
traces the origins of a faith--perhaps the faith of the century.
Modern revolutionaries are believers, no less committed and
intense than were Christians or Muslims of an earlier era. What is
new is the belief that a perfect secular order will emerge from
forcible overthrow of traditional authority. This inherently
implausible idea energized Europe in the nineteenth century, and
became the most pronounced ideological export of the West to
the rest of the world in the twentieth century. Billington is
interested in revolutionaries--the innovative creators of a new
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tradition. His historical frame extends from the waning of the
French Revolution in the late eighteenth century to the
beginnings of the Russian Revolution in the early twentieth
century. The theater was Europe of the industrial era; the main
stage was the journalistic offices within great cities such as Paris,
Berlin, London, and St. Petersburg. Billington claims with
considerable evidence that revolutionary ideologies were shaped
as much by the occultism and proto-romanticism of Germany as
the critical rationalism of the French Enlightenment. The
conversion of social theory to political practice was essentially
the work of three Russian revolutions: in 1905, March 1917, and
November 1917. Events in the outer rim of the European world
brought discussions about revolution out of the school rooms and
press rooms of Paris and Berlin into the halls of power. Despite
his hard realism about the adverse practical consequences of
revolutionary dogma, Billington appreciates the identity of its
best sponsors, people who preached social justice transcending
traditional national, ethnic, and gender boundaries. When this
book originally appeared The New Republic hailed it as
"remarkable, learned and lively," while The New Yorker noted
that Billington "pays great attention to the lives and emotions of
individuals and this makes his book absorbing." It is an invaluable
work of history and contribution to our understanding of political
life.
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Decadent Genealogies Barbara Spackman 2018-03-15 Barbara
Spackman here examines the ways in which decadent writers
adopted the language of physiological illness and alteration as a
figure for psychic otherness. By means of an ideological and
rhetorical analysis of scientific as well as literary texts, she shows
how the rhetoric of sickness provided the male decadent writer
with an alibi for the occupation and appropriation of the female
body.
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